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Purpose of the Open Access Author Fund
• The OAAF is intended as an aid for WVU authors who 

want to publish scholarly content in open access 
journals and need to pay an article processing charge

• WVU Libraries are supporting this fund because we are 
committed to open access to research

• It is not intended to replace grant funding or other 
sources of University funding such as the Eberly College 
Subvention Fund







Requirements

• Publication in a fully open access journal, not a hybrid

• Journal’s website has a clear display of article charges

• Journal must be:
• listed in the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)

OR
• a member of the Open Access Scholarly Publishers Association (OASPA) or 

adhere to its Code of Conduct



Requirements

• Health Sciences researchers may receive up to $1,000 per year; all 
others up to $2,000/year

• Submitting Author must be WVU faculty, staff or student 
(any campus)





Checklist:

 Fully open-access journal

 Employed or enrolled at 
West Virginia University

 Not exceeding the $$ cap

 Article already accepted 
by journal

 Payment to go directly to 
publisher



Online 
Application 

Form

through 
Qualtrics





2016-2017 Summary

• 31 applications received; 23 funded

• $29,400 total open access funded

• Applications by college:

• Medicine    9
• Eberly 9
• Davis 6
• Engineering 4
• CPASS 2
• Education 1



2017-2018 Update     (July 1, 2017 – March 26, 2018)
• 30 requests, 25 funded

• 11 Health Sciences 

• 7 School of Medicine
• 2 Emergency Medicine
• 1 Medicine
• 1 Pediatrics
• 1 Occupational Therapy
• 1 Physiology, Pharmacology & Neuroscience
• 1 Otolaryngology

• 2 School of Public Health

• 2 School of Pharmacy

• 9 Eberly College of Arts & Sciences

• 2 Sociology & Anthropology
• 2 Physics & Astronomy
• 3 Geology & Geography
• 1 Biology
• 1 Communication Studies

• 9 Davis College of Agriculture, Natural Resources & Design

• 4 Plant & Soil Sciences
• 3 Animal & Nutritional Sciences
• 1 Forestry & Natural Resources
• 1 Fisheries & Natural Resources

• 1 Statler College of Engineering and Mineral Resources



2017–2018 Update

• 24 faculty, 5 students, 1 resident

• (4) PLoS ONE, (3) BMC journals, (2) BMJ Open, (6) MDPI journals

• $30,991.42 expended; awards ranged from $295 to $1900; average = $1161.81

• Reasons for denial:  3 were hybrid journals, 1 was predatory, 1 was Hindawi
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Other Avenues of Support

• Hindawi
• WVU authors do not pay any APC
• WVU averages about 30 publications/year in Hindawi journals

• BioMed Central
• WVU authors receive a 15% discount on APCs
• 14-28 publications/year from WVU the last few years

• MDPI (Multidisciplinary Digital Publishing Institute) 
• WVU authors receive a 10% discount on APCs



• Publishes 4 journals:  

• Media and Communication
• Politics and Governance
• Social Inclusion
• Urban Planning

• WVU-affiliated authors do not have to pay APCs for these journals



Please consider publishing Open Access and remember our Author Fund!

If you have further questions about the OAAF 
procedures or open access vs. predatory journals, 
please contact:

Susan Arnold
susan.arnold@mail.wvu.edu
304-293-2105

mailto:susan.arnold@mail.wvu.edu
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